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Cultural Relations Between Iran and Italy (1953-1979)
A Study Based on Cultural Diplomacy and Scientific-Educational Exchanges

Ali-Asghar Rajabi *
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Cultural relations between Iran and Italy during the Second Pahlavi era
(1953-1979) represent one of the most prominent examples of Iranian
cultural diplomacy within the Western world. Utilizing a historical-
analytical method and drawing upon diplomatic and cultural documents
from Iranian and Italian archives, bilateral agreements, and other library-
based sources, this research examines the dimensions and manifestations
of these relations. The central question of the study investigates the nature
of these cultural ties and their role in the Pahlavi regime's cultural policy
and public diplomacy. The hypothesis posits that these relations
transcended mere formalities, serving the purposes of cultural
modernization and providing international legitimacy to the Pahlavi
government's foreign policy.

Findings indicate that these relations encompassed the signing of the 1958
Cultural Agreement and the formation of joint commissions, extensive
activities by the ISMEO Institute (Istituto Italiano per il Medio ed Estremo
Oriente) in archaeology and the restoration of historical monuments, the
establishment of cultural institutes in Tehran and Rome, and the
organization of Iranian art exhibitions in Europe and Italian exhibitions in
Iran. Furthermore, cooperation extended to scientific and academic
collaboration in fields such as architecture and linguistics, the presence of
Italian musicians and opera troupes in Iran, the erection of statues of
Iranian luminaries in Rome, and the co-production of cinematic works.
Beyond promoting Iranian art and civilization, these activities contributed
significantly to stabilizing the Pahlavi regime's international standing.
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Documents/ Archival Sources
ASPR (Archivio Storico della Presidenza della Repubblica). 1957, August 31.
Telegramma n.10846, da Roma a Teheran, Visita di Stato in Iran (7-12 settembre
1957) (Affari Diplomatici, b.11, f.2, sotto cartella 3). Roma.

, 1957, February 15. Telegramma n.3435, da Teheran Assegnhaz.
CERIM., Visita di Stato in Iran (7-12 settembre 1957) (AD, b.11, f.2, sotto cartella 2). Roma.

, 1958, October 4. Restituzione Visita S.M. Scia, Appunto, Brindisi
Signore Presidente per pranzo Stato Scia, Roma (AD, b.22, f.3, Visita dello Scia Iran
a Roma, 27 Nov.—1 Dec. 1958). Roma.

, 1978, maggio 1-4. Visita ufficiale in Iran del Ministro Forlani (AD,
b.127). Roma.

, (n.d). Iran, b.797, f.7. Documentazione per la visita del Ministro degli
Affari Esteri Aldo Moro in Iran: Rapporti culturali e di assistenza tecnica tra Italia e
Iran, p. 1. Roma.

, 1970, Settembre 16-18. Visita in Iran del Ministro degli Affari Esteri
Aldo Moro: Rapporti culturali Italo-Iraniani (b.797, f.B7), p. 1. Roma.

, 1975, dicembre 15-19. La visita di stato in Iran del Presidente della
Repubblica Leone: Rapporti culturali e di cooperazione scientifica e tecnica (b.483,
f.B/1), p. 4. Roma.

, 1970, Settembre 16-18. Visita in Iran del Ministro degli Affari Esteri
Aldo Moro: Collettivita italiana in Iran (AD, b.797, f.B7), p. 1. Roma.

, 1975, dicembre 15-19. La visita di stato in Iran del Presidente della
Repubblica Leone: Cooperazione culturale, scientifica e tecnica (AD, b.482, .14), p.
7. Roma.
Archivio storico di ENI. 1965. “La via del petrolio”. La documentazione sul film si
trova nel fondo Relazioni esterne, fascicolo 31B7, busta 216.

Books and Articles

Casari, Mario, 2007, lItaly iii. CULTURAL RELATIONS. Encyclopedia Iranica.
Genito, B. 2007, Italy vi. ITALIAN EXCAVATIONS IN IRAN: Excavations in
Sistan. Encyclopedia Iranica.

Genito, B. EXCAVATIONS AND MATERIALS FROM QAL'A-YE TEPE, SISTAN
(IRAN): AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT OF THE 60S OF THE LAST
CENTURY. Journal of Sistan and Baluchistan Studies, 2023, 3(1), 1-37.

Gnoli, G. 2015, DAHAN-E GOLAMAN. Encyclopedia Iranica.
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Panaino, Antonio, 2007, Italy xv: ISMEO, Encyclopedia Iranica.

Piemontese, A. & Keddie, N. R. Italian scholarship on Iran (An outline, 1557-1987).
Iranian Studies, 1987, 20(2/4), 99—-130. Cambridge University Press.

Reeves, Tony, 2001, The Worldwide Guide to Movie Locations, United States: A Cappella.

Rekabtalaei, Golbarg, 2019. Iranian Cosmopolitanism: A Cinematic History, United
Kingdom: Cambridge University Press.

Scerrato, U. "Excavations at Dahaneh-e Gholaman (Sistan-Iran), First Preliminary
Report (1962-1963)," East and West, n.s. 16, 1966. 9-30.

Tilia, A. 1978, Studies and Restorations at Persepolis and Other Sites of Fars.
I1 (ISMEO Reports and Memoirs 18), Rome, 1978.

Toniolo, Gianni ands N.Crafts, 1996, Economic Growth in Europe since 1945.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Newspapers/ Periodicals
Il Messaggero, 1958, November 21. Roma.
La Stampa, 1958, November 30. Roma.
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