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Various societies have ai)ways been compelled to establish relations
with others to protect their interests, and these relationships have been
influenced by their social, cultural, political, economic, and scientific
elements, which were prevalent in early civilizations such as Iran, India,
China, and Egypt. Regarding the relations of the Achaemenids with the
Greek city-states and the relations of the Parthians and Sasanians with
Rome, beyond the battlefields, communication between the representatives
of both sides took place in the form of diplomatic etiquette and ceremonies,
which has been less addressed in Iranian studies and the histoQ/ of Iranian
diplomacy. Diplomatic etiquette and ceremonies are considered to be
indicative of the level of culture and moral assets of countries, and given
the importance of this issue, the research question posed in this study is as
follows: What characteristics did diplomatic etiquette and ceremonies have
from the beginning of the Achaemenid era to the end of the Sasanian
period, and which of them have continued or undergone changes? The
research method is also a combination of descriptive-analytical and
comparative study methods. In the present study, the diplomatic etiquette
and ceremonies of ancient Iran have been examined, and the basis of the
work has been archaeological evidence, i.e., inscriptions and other written
and oral sources. Accordingly, a collection of diplomatic etiquette and
ceremonies has been compiled durin% the period under study, from the
Achaemenid period to the end of the Sasanian period, and based on
available sources, it was found that some of the etiquette existed and
continued from the beginning in the ceremonial customs of Iranian courts,
and some other etiquette gradually emerged or underwent changes for
greater efficiency, and that the collection of these etiquettes and customs,
and their persistence and dynamism, have shaped the diplomatic
ceremonies of ancient Iran.
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