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The Position of Arab Iraq in the Safavid and Ottoman
Conflicts (During the Years 914-952 AH)

Siavash Yadollahi*

In the first half of the tenth century AH/sixteenth century AD, Arab Iraq
became the main arena of competition between the two powerful
governments of Safavid (907-1135 AH/ 1501-1722 AD) and Ottoman
(698-1340 AH/ 1299-1922 AD). The main issue of this research is to
examine the importance of the domination of each of these two
governments over Arab Irag and to analyze the factors affecting this
competition with a descriptive-analytical approach based on library
resources. It seeks to answer the question of why Arab Iraq became such a
field for Safavid and Ottoman conflicts. The research findings indicate that
the strategic location of Arab Irag as a bridge between continents, rich
agricultural resources, and the presence of important religious centers were
among the main reasons for the importance of this region for both empires.
The Ottoman victory in the Battle of Chaldiran and the conquest of Mosul
was a prominent step towards consolidating their influence in northern
Arab Irag. Furthermore, control over the key cities of Baghdad and Basra
not only brought political and religious superiority to the Ottomans, but
also control over important trade routes and access to huge economic
revenues. The main goal of this study is to analyze factors such as the
political, religious, economic, and geographical aspects of Arab Iraqg,
which constitute the main motivations for the conflict between the Safavids
and Ottomans. By examining these factors, a deeper understanding of the
reasons for the intense competition between these two governments over
the domination of Arab Iraq can be achieved.
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