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Re-examining the Delhi Rebellion and Nader Shah Afshar's
Policy Regarding It

Hoda Seyed Hossein Zadeh®

Following Nader Shah's victory over Muhammad Shah in 1151 AH, Nader
and his army entered Delhi. Although the city appeared calm for a day after their
arrival, a rebellion suddenly erupted in the final hours of the 11th of Dhi al-Hijjah
of the same year, rapidly spreading in scope. As Nader's attempts to quell the
unrest failed, he issued a command for the massacre of the rebels. The aim of the
present research is to examine this significant event, utilizing historical sources
and a descriptive-analytical approach to find answers regarding the causes of the
rebellion, Nader's policy in confronting it, and the role of Indian statesmen in the
emergence or prevention of this incident. The findings of this research indicate
that Nader's being taken by surprise, the inability of the Delhi ruling body to
control the situation, Nader's decisiveness and severity in dealing with the rebels,
and the distance of India from Iran were among the factors that led to Nader's
command, in the midst of which, a large number of ordinary people lost their
lives, and heavy financial and psychological damage was inflicted on both the
Iranian and especially the Indian sides.
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