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Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar's Campaign to Georgia and a
Re-evaluation of His Role in the Thbilisi Incident

Amir Ahangaran®

Throughout Iranian history, Georgia, and its capital Thilisi, have
consistently played a prominent role in shaping the interactions and
relationships between Iranian monarchs and the Caucasus region. This
area has also been central to the confrontations and conflicts between
Iranian rulers and expansionist neighboring states. During the period of
weak rule and limited influence of Karim Khan Zand's successors,
Georgia, under the reign of Erekle I, entered into the Treaty of
Georgievsk with Catherine the Great in 1783 (1197 AH). This treaty led
to Georgia's refusal to pay the stipulated tribute to the Iranian government
and placed it under Russian protectorate.

This research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach based on
library research, aims to investigate the reasons behind Agha Mohammad
Khan Qajar's focus on Georgia and to assess his role in the Tbilisi incident.
The findings of this study indicate that while the absence of a strong central
government initially led to a neglect of the potential consequences of the
Treaty of Georgievsk until the establishment of the Qajar dynasty, the
excesses and independent actions of Erekle Khan, the Wali (governor) of
Georgia, compelled Agha Mohammad Khan—a ruler well-aware of Iran's
historical and cultural geography—to both revive the tradition of Safavid-
era campaigns into the Caucasus to reinstate Iranian sovereignty over
Georgia, and to acquire greater public acceptance and legitimacy for his
coronation. The massacre in Thilisi, which some have exploited to tarnish
Agha Mohammad Khan’s reputation, predominantly occurred near the
gates through which the Meliks of Khamsa and Armenian Karabakh, along
with their allies, entered the city. These groups harbored deep resentment
towards Erekle Khan and the Georgians, and thus exacted a harsh revenge
upon Erekle Khan and the Georgian population.
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