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Historical and Cultural Connections Between Iran and the
Iberian Peninsula: Their Impact on Iranian Studies in the
Region, with Emphasis on Portugal

Morteza Damanpak Jami*

Iranian studies, understood as studies related to the culture and history
of Iran and Iranians, constitute a significant element in creating a positive
image of a country with rich culture and civilization like Iran on the
international stage. For this reason, a direct relationship exists between
Iranian studies and foreign policy. Regarding the centers of contemporary
Iranian studies, it must be acknowledged that Europe has been one of the
most important areas in the past 200 years. In this context, the main hubs
of Iranian studies can be considered to be concentrated in Russia,
England, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Denmark, Austria, and to
some extent, Spain. This article examines the cultural and civilizational
connections between Iran and the Iberian Peninsula, with a focus on the
state of Iranian studies in Portugal. The main topic of discussion is the
relationship between Iran and the Iberian Peninsula, or Iberia. The central
question is how and from what time the influences of Iranian culture and
civilization, and subsequently independent Iranian studies, entered this
region? The research hypothesis is that despite the long history of
historical and cultural connections, Iranian studies and Iranology, unlike
other parts of Europe, have not significantly developed in the two
countries of the Iberian Peninsula. The research method is descriptive-
analytical, and data have been collected and analyzed by referring to
library resources, historical documents, and field experiences.

o Keywords:
Iran, Iberian Peninsula, Portugal, Historical Connections, Cultural Connections,
Iranian Studies.
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Archivo Diplomatic De Portugal, 1945, Referéncia: PT/AHD/3/MNE-SE-DNPEC
/DGNPE-DSMOM/002/000001. Localizao e Cota: Sala 16, Armario: A06 Prateleira:
P02 NUmero: 88513.

Telegrama recebido pelo Ministério dos Negocios Estrangeiros de Portugal da Legacédo
de Portugal em Paris, datado de 31 de Outubro de 1946, transmitindo a comunicacao
oficial da Legacdo Iraniana em Paris, anunciando a elevacdo de categoria para
Embaixada, e nomeagdo do entdo Ministro para Embaixador (N&o-Residente) em
Portugal, Data: 1 Novembro 1946, Documento: 6533 / 648. Titulo: Processo: 33,173
Questdes politicas gerais / Politica interna e externa do Ir@o (2140) (1948). Referéncia:
PT/AHD/3/MNE-SE-DNPEC/DGNPAI-RNP/028/000002.
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