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Iran's ports on the shores of the Persian Gulf have long played a key role as a
strategic hub in the trade communications among the three continents of Europe,
Asia, and Africa. This unique geo-economic position, combined with the cultural
ties between Iran and the countries of East Africa, has provided a suitable foundation
for commercial and economic exchanges. The main objective of the present
research is to examine the historical significance of the Persian Gulf in the
development of trade relations between Iran and East Africa. This study also
analyzes the current role of the Persian Gulf in strengthening economic relations and
leveraging the potential capacities of this region. The primary research question is:
What role has the Persian Gulf played, from the past to the present, in the
development of trade relations between Iran and East Africa, and what have been
the strengths and weaknesses of these relations? The research findings indicate that
the Persian Gulf has consistently acted as a strategic hub in the trade between Iran
and East Africa, greatly influencing the development of economic and cultural ties
on both sides. In the contemporary era, these links—leveraging Iran's geo-economic
position within the North-South Corridor and the transit routes of Central Asia and
the Caspian Sea—provide a valuable opportunity to expand trade exchanges
between Iran and East African nations. Therefore, the optimal utilization of the
Persian Gulf's capacities can play a significant role in strengthening Iran's economic
diplomacy and expanding its influence in the East Africa region.
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