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Major Commercial Centers on the Northern and Southern
Coasts of the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman in the
Parthian Fra

Mohammad Jafar Chamankar*

During the Parthian period (247 BCE — 224 CE), commercial hubs on the
northern and southern coasts of the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman held
particular significance due to their strategic geographical location and economic
capacity. Charax, Apologos, Omana, Samahram, and Dibba were among the
most important maritime trade centers in the regions north and south of the Strait
of Hormuz. The objective of this paper is to examine the economic status of
these centers under Arsacid rule. Using a descriptive-analytical research method
based on library and documentary studies, the author seeks to answer the
following questions: Which were the most prominent maritime trade hubs on the
northern and southern coasts of the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman, and how
did they play a role in regional and supra-regional commercial dynamics? The
conclusion drawn from this research is that the Arsacids, either directly or
through their appointed agents, maintained control over these ports. Through
these areas, they played a key role in shaping the region's economy and
developing international trade relations.
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