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Representation of the Struggles of Southern Iran's Local
People against Western Colonialism

(A Case Study: The Struggles and Actions of Mir Mahanna of Bandar
Rig in the Narrative of Nader Ebrahimi)

Zahra Hatami!

Mir Mahanna of Bandar Rig, a local ruler in southern Iran during the reign of
Karim Khan Zand, has been depicted in different and often contradictory ways in
Persian historiography, historical research, and literature. This study, employing
Norman Fairclough's method of Critical Discourse Analysis, focuses on the
character of Mir Mahanna in Nader Ebrahimi's novel, "On the Reddened Blue
Roads" (Bar Jadeh-ha-ye Abi-ye Sorkh), to address the disparity between the
historical and literary narratives concerning this figure. It aims to examine the
author's objectives and to scrutinize the consequences of these differing
perspectives on the collective mindset of Iranians. The central hypothesis of this
research is that under the influence of Nader Ebrahimi's ideological, anti-colonial,
and somewhat nationalistic perspective in the aftermath of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, Mir Mahanna was transformed. Originally an ordinary, local figure
who confronted his Iranian and non-lranian counterparts for power within the
traditional framework of the pre-modern world, he underwent a significant and
noteworthy process of being reimagined as a national figure with an anti-colonial
stance and was introduced to Iranian society as a hero. This hypothesis is
substantiated in the present research.
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