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An Analysis of the Historical Significance of the Persian Gulf
in Iran-Europe Relations
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The Persian Gulf plays a decisive role in the formation and evolution of relations
between Iran and Europe. This region has consistently served as a communicative
and commercial route between Iran and European powers, and the first
civilizational encounters between them occurred via the Persian Gulf. Using a
descriptive-analytical method and drawing on documents, library resources, and
historical reports, the present study seeks to examine the trajectory of this region's
influence on Iran-Europe interactions. The authors aim to contribute to a better
understanding of the Persian Gulf's significance in the current and future state of
Iran-Europe relations by analyzing its historical role. Therefore, the central
question of this paper is: Over the years, what has been the status and impact of
the Persian Gulf on Iran-Europe relations, and what has been its evolutionary
course? The research findings indicate that throughout history, the Persian Gulf
has held a progressively increasing importance in Iran-Europe relations. Its role
has ranged from being a theater for colonial rivalries between European powers in
past centuries to influencing the outcomes of World Wars and international
confrontations. Most notably, the discovery of oil in the 20th century transformed
the Persian Gulf into one of the most critical levers of either engagement or
confrontation between Iran and Europe. The results of this study demonstrate that
the Persian Gulf has functioned as a geopolitical variable in Iran-Europe relations
in every historical period and, considering contemporary global issues, will
continue to be a determining factor in the future of these relations.
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