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The Mongol Invasion of the North Caucasus Based on
Iranian-Islamic Sources

Seyyed Mahdi Hosseini Taghiabad *

The Mongol invasion of the North Caucasus marked the beginning of
significant and far-reaching changes in the region. This paper, employing a
descriptive-analytical approach and relying on Iranian-Islamic sources,
examines the methodology of the Mongol invasion of the historical
Caucasus (which largely corresponds to the present-day North Caucasus).
The main themes of this article include the number of military campaigns,
invasion routes, identification of regional ethnic groups and toponyms, the
objectives and actions of the Mongols, and the consequences of this
Mongol “ilghar" (onslaught). The research findings indicate that these
invasions were a decisive turning point in the demographic history of the
region, primarily stemming from the extensive massacres carried out by
the Mongols. In their first invasion, the Mongols opened the key south-to-
north route by passing through Darband, and in the second invasion, they
consolidated their control over the east-to-west route across the northern
plains. Dominance over these two routes was of vital importance for
achieving the political, military, and commercial objectives of the
Mongols. In the subsequent decades, these same routes and territories
became the main focal point of conflict between the Golden Horde and the
llkhanate ; a conflict that continued into the Timurid period and Timur's
wars with Tokhtamysh, the Khan of the Golden Horde.
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