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The Interaction of Environmental Challenges and Foreign
Relations of Iran in the Qajar Era
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This research investigates the interaction between environmental
challenges and Iran's foreign relations during the Qajar era. In this period,
crises such as famine, contagious diseases, and drought were exacerbated
by internal mismanagement and external pressures, particularly from
colonial powers like Russia and Britain. Using a process-tracing
methodology, this article analyzes the complex relationship between these
two domains in two distinct periods, "before World War I" and "during the
War," to answer how these two spheres mutually influenced each other. In
the pre-war period, factors such as the Russo-Persian wars, economic
dependency, and colonial policies intensified environmental crises. During
World War |, the occupation of Iran and the weakness of the central
government led to the great famine and the spread of deadly diseases. The
findings indicate that the combination of internal mismanagement and
external pressures not only deepened environmental challenges but also
left lasting negative impacts on Iran's foreign relations. This study
emphasizes the importance of proactive diplomacy and effective domestic
policymaking to reduce environmental vulnerabilities.
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