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Reflection of Russia's Military and Diplomatic Actions in Iran
from the Perspective of the Jangal Newspaper (1917-1921)

Ali-Asghar Rajabi *
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Russo-Persian relations, especially during the Qajar period, constitute one of the
most important chapters in Iran's contemporary history. The press of that era, as
the primary mass medium, played a key role in political and social
transformations. Among these, the "Jangal" (Forest) newspaper, published in
Gilan and serving as the official organ of the Jangal Movement, is an important
source for understanding the movement's viewpoints. This research, through a
descriptive-analytical method and a content analysis of the "Jangal" newspaper,
addresses the reflection of Russia’s military and diplomatic actions in Iran. The
findings show that while the newspaper criticized the political situation in Iran, it
also paid special attention to the policies of foreign countries towards Iran.
"Jangal's" approach to Russia was twofold: on one hand, it strongly criticized the
actions of Tsarist Russia for violating neutrality and harming Iran, and on the other
hand, it held a positive view of Bolshevik Russia, portraying it as a power that
supported the freedom of the Iranian people and opposed colonialism..
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