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An Examination of the Role and Objectives of Foreign
Planners and Domestic Agents in the 1953 Coup d'état

Farideh Bavarian !

The coup d'état of 28 Mordad 1332 (August 19, 1953), which marked the
beginning of a new era of despotism and foreign dominance over Iran, is
considered one of the most bitter events in the country's contemporary
history. This research, employing a historical approach and a descriptive-
analytical method, analyzes the role and objectives of the foreign planners
and domestic agents of this coup based on library, press, and documentary
sources. The main objective is to answer the question: what were the goals
of the coup planners, and how did they execute their plan in Iran? The
findings indicate that Britain's primary objective was the de-nationalization
of the oil industry and the restoration of its lost dominance. In contrast, the
United States intervened with the aim of preventing the spread of
communism and securing a share of Iran's oil. By exploiting Iran’s critical
political and economic conditions and with the help of their intelligence
networks, these two powers succeeded in implementing the coup plot
through covert operations and the incitement of disgruntled masses.
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