Scientific Quarterly History of Foreign Relations
Vol.27, No.106, Spring 2026
10.22034/hfr.2026.572617.1574

The Northeastern Scythians of the Achaemenid Empire in the
Account of Ammianus Marcellinus

Amin Babadi'

Limited data are available concerning the eastern territories of the great
kingdoms of ancient Iran, particularly the pre-Sasanian kingdoms.
Accordingly, scholars have consistently faced greater difficulties in
identifying the eastern extent of these kingdoms. An account by Ammianus
Marcellinus from the fourth century CE is extant, which describes the
territory of the contemporary Persian kingdom—the Sasanian Empire.
However, the lack of correspondence between his account and independent
evidence, along with certain deficiencies within it, has led scholars to refrain
from drawing upon the details he provides. Nevertheless, this unique account
can make a significant contribution to reconstructing the Achaemenid
territory in the northeast. The central question of the present study is: what
data does Ammianus's account of the Central Asian Scythians provide
regarding the Achaemenid territory in these regions? The findings, derived
through the method of textual content analysis, will demonstrate that
Ammianus's account of the northeastern lands of the Persian kingdom
should in fact be attributed to the Achaemenid territory, and that both lands
(Saka and Scythia beyond the Amu Darya mountains) are in this account
representative of the northeastern territories of the Achaemenid Empire,
which have been presented as territories of the Sasanian realm owing to their
derivation from disparate sources. Ammianus regards the extent of the
Persian kingdom's northeastern territory as reaching the land of the
Arimaspians/Pazyryk, and one may discern similarities between the details
of his account and certain sources from the Achaemenid period, which
contribute to a better understanding of the Achaemenid territory in Scythia.
The method of data collection in this research is library-based.
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