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The Reflection of British Military and Diplomatic Policies in
Iran from the Perspective of the Jangal Newspaper

(1917-1920)

Aliasghar Rajabi’
Alireza Akbari

The Qajar period in the history of Iran was a blend of innovation, momentous
political transformations, and a pronounced presence of foreign powers. Among
these external powers, Britain played a significant role in the contemporary
events of Iran, and the relations between this country and Iran were fully evident
within the political atmosphere of the period. Within such a context, the press—
as a newly emerging phenomenon of the Qajar era—rapidly proliferated and
assumed a vital role in the dissemination of information. The Jangal Newspaper
(Ruznama-ye Jangal), the official publication of the Jangal Movement, was one
of these influential periodicals, charged with the task of reflecting events and
articulating the views of the movement's leaders. The present study, employing a
descriptive-analytical method and centered upon a content analysis of the Jangal
Newspaper, seeks to introduce and briefly examine this publication while
scrutinizing Britain's  military and  diplomatic positions in lIran from its
perspective. The findings of the research indicate that the Jangal Newspaper
played a significant role as an enlightening and critical medium in reflecting
British military and diplomatic policies in Iran. Across its various issues, the
newspaper consistently addressed the political situation in Iran and examined the
foreign policies of countries—particularly Britain. The actions and policies of
Britain were frequently criticized by the newspaper's contributors, with such
critiques primarily focused on Britain's colonial conduct and military
interventions in Iran, and in Gilan in particular. Furthermore, the newspaper
challenged the methods of British policy-making regarding interference in Iran's
internal affairs, the conclusion of imposed agreements, and the overt violation of
Iran's neutrality, publishing numerous reports on the country's aggressive
actions. The principal aim of the newspaper was to inform Ahmad Shah Qajar,
Iranian officials, and the general public in order to counter British policies.
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