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The pilgrimage journey of Iranians to the holy shrines (atabat al-aliyat) in
Irag which was under Ottoman rule was always accompanied by
challenges. During the Qajar period, despite a relative improvement in
political relations between the two states, the movement of pilgrims to
the shrines continued. However, the outbreak of contagious diseases
necessitated the imposition of border quarantines by the Ottoman
authorities, which in certain cases caused considerable distress to Iranian
pilgrims. The present study, employing a descriBtive-anaIytical method
and drawing upon archival documents, library-based sources, and the
records of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, examines the experience of
quarantine and its consequences from the perspective of Iranian pilgrims
to the holy shrines during the Qajar era. The findings of the research,
grounded In the analysis of the surviving narratives of these pilgrims'
experiences, demonstrate that quarantine contrary to its original purpose
of safeguarding public health was in practice transformed Into an arena
for the exercise of arbitrary discretion and various forms of exploitation.
The absence of codified and effective regulations, together with the high-
handed conduct of (é]juarantine officers (quarantinechis) on both sides of
the border, generated an experience marked by distress, humiliation, and
hardship for the pilgrims. These consequences were not merely financial
and economic In nature; they also acquired political and military
dimensions and exerted a lasting influence on the manner of interaction
and the perceptions that Iranian pilgrims held toward the ruling
authorities of the time.
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