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Relations between Western and Southwestern Iran and
Southern Mesopotamia during the Uruk Period: Exchange,

Intermediation, and Patterns of Regional Interaction
Zahra A'taei Ashtiyani

This study aims to identify the nature of the relations between Western
and Southwestern Iran and Southern Mesopotamia during the Uruk
period and to examine the degree of inequality in these relationships. The
central research issue is how the interactions among the societies of these
regions took shape and diversified, and how exchange, technology
transfer, economic dependence, and political control can be distinguished.
Adopting a historical-comparative approach and drawing on the theory of
the “Uruk World System,” this study compares Susa and the Susiana
Plain, Chaghamish, Farakhabad, and Godin Tepe. The archaeological
evidence from these sites is examined in terms of pottery, seals, production
and administrative technologies, raw materials, and interaction patterns.
The findings indicate that the relations between these regions and
Southern Mesopotamia were extensive but heterogeneous and variable.
These relations took forms such as the exchange of goods and raw
materials, technology transfer, the adoption and local production of Uruk-
related elements, the intermediary role of certain centers, and the possible
limited movement of people. Differences in local capacities, geographical
and connective positioning, and the position of centers within exchange
networks gave rise to different patterns of interaction. The available
evidence does not suggest that these relationships can be reduced, in all
cases, to economic dependence or political domination. Consequently,
the interaction network under study can be considered polycentric,
heterogeneous, and characterized by varying degrees of inequality, and
the theory of the “Uruk World System” should also be applied with
attention to local and temporal differences.
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