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The Ottoman Embassy and the Iranian Constitutional
Revolution: A Discursive Agent in the Crucible of Diplomatic
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This article aims to redefine the role of the Ottoman Embassy in Tehran during the
course of the Iranian Constitutional Revolution (1906—1909 CE / 1285-1288 SH).
Centering on the diplomatic reports of Hussein Hassab Efendi, the Ottoman
Ambassador to Tehran, and on the five-month sheltering of the constitutionalists in the
Ottoman Embassy during the period of the Minor Despotism (Estebdad-e Saghir), the
article examines the dual function of this institution as a discursive agent. The central
research question is how the Ottoman Embassy in Tehran justified its presence and
political agency in constitutional Iran through its representation of Iran and the
reproduction of reform discourse, and what image of Iran, the constitutional
movement, and Iranian society the Embassy's diplomatic reports convey in connection
with the Ottoman state's regional policy. This article is written with the aim of
redefining the role of the Ottoman Embassy in the Iranian Constitutional Revolution
and is grounded in the hypothesis that the Embassy functioned as a discursive agent
beyond its sheltering function: on the one hand, it engaged in the translation and
transmission of modern political concepts, while on the other hand, it reproduced a
patriarchal discourse by relying on pre-modern Ottoman clichés regarding the disorder
and backwardness of Iran. The research method is historical-analytical, employing the
theoretical framework of entangled Orientalism and critical discourse analysis. The
findings indicate that the Ottoman Embassy, by simultaneously performing the roles of
information dissemination, scholarly exchange, and discursive reproduction,
contributed to shaping the political imagination of the constitutionalists, yet it never
transcended the framework of its own imperial interests. The article emphasizes that
the Embassy's dual conduct was a reflection of the crisis of identity and legitimacy in
the late Ottoman Empire and of the process of entangled Orientalism
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