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The Paradox of Faith and Politics: An Inquiry into the
Discursive Challenges of the Jangal Movement's
Islamism in the Context of Its Alliance with Leftist
Forces (Centered on the Thought and Leadership of
Mirza Kuchak Khan)

Zahra Ghasemi'

The Jangal Movement, led by Mirza Kuchak Khan Jangali (1914—
1921 CE), is one of the most complex episodes in modern Iranian
history, taking shape at the intersection of faith-based ideals and the
pragmatic exigencies of political expediency. The present study aims
to analyze the intra-discursive challenges of Islamism within the
Jangal Movement, interrogating how a crisis of meaning and a rupture
in the chain of equivalence emerged in the wake of the alliance with
leftist forces (the Bolsheviks). The theoretical framework of this study
is the post-structuralist discourse analysis of Ernesto Laclau and
Chantal Mouffe, and the research method is critical discourse analysis
based on the examination of books, research articles, and periodical
documents and sources of the era, particularly the text of tllze Jangal
newspaper and the memoirs of the movement's associates. The
findings indicate that the: movement's Islamist discourse during the
first period (1914—1920 CE) was coherent around the central signifier
of "national independence under the shadow of Islamic Sharia";
however, in the second period (1920-1921 CE), the attempt to
articulate the signifiers of leftist republicanism with traditional and
national teachings led to a semantic crisis and processes of internal
othering, owing to an essential contradiction with radical materialism.
This study demonstrates how the inability to resolve the paradox between
fidelity to religious principles and the imperatives of alliance with
heterodox forces accelerated the discursive decline of this movement.
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